Short

For more than 40 years, baritone Thomas Buckner has dedicated himself to the world of new and improvised music. Buckner has collaborated with a host of new music composers including Robert Ashley,  Noah Creshevsky, Tom Hamilton, Earl Howard, Matthias Kaul, Leroy Jenkins, Bun Ching Lam, Annea Lockwood, Roscoe Mitchell, Phill Niblock, Wadada Leo Smith, Chinary Ung, Christian Wolff and many others. He has made appearances at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, the Herbst Theatre, the Art Institute of Chicago, the Ostrava Days Festival, the Prague Spring Festival, and the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki. Buckner is featured on over 40 recordings, including 6 of his own solo albums. His most recent solo recording  “New Music for Baritone & Chamber Ensemble” includes works by Annea Lockwood,  Tania Leon, and Petr Kotik. He also appears in the newly released CD/DVD “Kirili et le Nymphéas (Hommage à Monet)”. This recording documents the latest in his ongoing series of collaborations between the sculptor Alain Kirili and improvising musicians and dancers. For the past twenty years, Buckner has co-produced the Interpretations series in New York City. He also created the Mutable Music record label to produce new recordings and reissue some important historic recordings, previously unavailable in CD format.

Medium

For over four decades Thomas Buckner has dedicated himself to the world of new and improvised music. A former student of the legendary Metropolitan Opera baritone, Martial Singher, he was trained in the classical tradition and has continued throughout his distinguished career to broaden the scope of his vocal styles, specializing in a wide range of experimental music. Buckner has collaborated with a host of new music composers including Robert Ashley,  Noah Creshevsky, Tom Hamilton, Earl Howard, Matthias Kaul, Leroy Jenkins, Bun Ching Lam, Annea Lockwood, Roscoe Mitchell, Phill Niblock, Wadada Leo Smith, Chinary Ung, Christian Wolff and many others. He has made solo appearances at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Harvard University, the Art Institute of Chicago, the Edinburgh Festival, the Prague Spring Festival, and the Biennale Festival in Venice, presenting a repertoire that includes more than 100 compositions, written for, or dedicated to him.

Buckner participated in installation performances at the National Museum of Paris in relation to the forged metal sculptures of Kirili. This collaboration resulted in further highly acclaimed events in Africa,  Europe, and the United States. He has also recently appeared at the CalArts Creative Music Festival in Los Angeles; the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor; the Sibelius Academy, Helsinki; the Apositia Festival in St. Petersburg; the Cultural Center of Moscow;  the Royal Academy of Belgium; the Yangon Festival of Myanmar; the Herbst Theater in San Francisco; the Brecht Forum, New York City, the Casa del Popolo Festival in Montreal, and the Ostrava Days Festival in the Czech Republic. These performances featured premiers of compositions by Edmund Campion, Mel Graves, Annea Lockwood, Wadada Leo Smith, Chrisitan Wolff, and Chinary Ung, as well as improvisations with Roscoe Mitchell,  Matthias Kaul, and Juho Laitinen.

Thomas Buckner has participated in over 40 recordings, including six solo albums:  Full Spectrum Voice [1991], Sign of the Times [1994], Inner Journey [1998], His Tone of Voice [2001], Contexts {2006] and New Music for Baritone & Chamber Ensemble [2007]. The entire discography features newly commissioned works by an impressive array of composers including Annea Lockwood, Somei Satoh, Alvin Lucier, Muhal Richard Abrams, Tania Leon, Blue Gene Tyranny, David Behrman and many others, who utilize Buckner’s wide range of musical styles.

The baritone works as an energetic concert producer as well, presenting many facets of new music deserving recognition. This year marks the twentieth season of his celebrated Interpretations series in New York City, which focuses upon the interaction between creator of a musical work and his performers. It stands as one of the most prominent forums for the avant garde in the United States, and has presented over three hundred premieres of compositions by established and emerging composers from around the world.  

